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CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  LICHFIELD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


MS. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
City  and  County  of  Lichfieldo 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  certain  aspects  of 
the  health  of  the  community,  together  with  some  details  of  work  undertaken 
by  the  Health  Department  of  the  Council  during  1965® 

I  would  again  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  both  Members  and  Officers 
of  the  Council  for  their  continued  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 


C.  E.  JAMISON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Guildhall , 

3rd  August,  1966 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Particulars  of  area,  population,  number  of  inhabited  houses,  total  rate¬ 
able  value  of  all  property  subject  to  rates  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate 
are  set  out  below: - 


Area  (in  acres)  „ . 

Population  <>  ®  o  ®  o  ©  o  ®  <> 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Total  Rateable  Value  of  Property 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


3,597 

o.  20,030 

5,971 
o.  £716,675 
£2,750 


The  area  was,  of  course,  unchanged®  Increase  in  population  was  comparable 
with  that  in  other  recent  years,  and  shows  the  quite  rapid  rate  at  which  the 
City  is  now  developing.  Housing  and  the  figures  relating  to  rateable  value  of 
property  as  a  whole  tell  the  same  story  of  expansion  to  meet  the  needs  of  a 
rapidly  growing  community ® 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  principal  statistics 
previous  years:- 

are  set  out  below  in 

the  same  form 

as  in 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

277 

231 

508 

Illegitimate 

2 

16 

2£ 

Totals 

286 

247 

533 

Live  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  Population 

=  26,6 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

. 

- 

_ 

Totals 

2 

3 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  =  9 <>3 


Deaths  of  Infants 

Under 

One  Week 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

-  - 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 

1 

2 

Early  Neonatal 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  Live  Births  = 

3*8 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under 

Four  Weeks 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

JL 

2 

Illegitimate 

-  - 

— r-. 

Totals 

1 

1 

2 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  =  3°8 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29731756 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

-  - 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

3 

5 

Infant  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

=  9°4 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

85 

120 

205 

Death  Rate  (All  Ages) 

per  1,000  Population  =  10 0< 

l 

By  making  the  appropriate  calculations,  using  the  above  figures,  it 
will  be  seen  that  one  in  every  21  births,  live  and  still,  in  1965  was  an 
illegitimate  one,  this  figure  comparing  with  one  in  28  in  1964*  one  in  31 
in  1963,  one  in  22  in  1962,  one  in  18  in  1961,  one  in  28  in  i960,  one  in 
24  in  1959,  one  in  15  in  1958  and  one  in  22  in  1957®  It  would  probably  be 
rather  foolhardy  to  make  any  observations  on  these  figures,  apart  from  the 
obvious  one  that  it  is  surprising  how  much  the  figures  vary  from  year  to 
year0 


As  in  the  previous  two  years,  there  was  no  stillbirth  in  an  illegitimate 
pregnancy  and  no  death  in  an  illegitimate  infant «  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  question  of  comparing  the  relative  rates  does  not  arise „ 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  statistics,  as  a  whole,  compare  with 
those  for  previous  years 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

1957 

11,190 

20.1 

26o0 

26.7 

26.7 

11.6 

1958 

11,510 

2104 

39oO 

12o2 

24*4 

12.4 

1959 

12,180 

17.6 

13o7 

9*3 

I806 

12  0  7 

I960 

12,840 

22  oO 

20  08 

10  06 

24.8 

14.2 

1961 

14,240 

21o8 

40  0  2 

12o9 

12.9 

12.6 

1962 

15,350 

20o0 

19o2 

12  o0 

19o5 

9*5 

1963 

16,490 

24  0  4 

17ol 

10.0 

12o4 

10.4 

1964 

18,130 

24  0  4 

15o5 

llo3 

27a 

9*9 

1965 

20,030 

2606 

9°3 

3o8 

9*4 

10  0  2 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  birthrate,  although  high  in  previous  years, 
was  even  higher  in  1965,  a  fact  obviously  due  to  the  influx  of  young  married 
couples  in  large  numbers  into  the  new  housing  estates. 

The  stillbirth  rate  was  lower  than  in  any  other  recent  year.  Owing 
to  the  very  small  numbers  on  which  the  note  is  based,  it  would  be  unwise  to 
draw  too  firm  conclusions  from  the  figures,  satisfactory  though  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  are. 

The  same  consideration  applies  to  the  various  infant  death  rates,  which 
also  were  much  lower  than  in  other  recent  years » 


4® 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  death  rate  (all  ages)  was  slightly  higher  than 
in  1964  and  1962,  but  lower  than  in  all  the  other  years  recorded,  no  doubt 
largely  due  to  the  influx  of  younger  persons,  already  referred  to  in  an 
earlier  paragraph . 

After  adjusting  the  figures  for  births  and  deaths,  in  accordance  with 
the  comparability  factors  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  to  allow  for 
variation  of  age  and  sex  of  inhabitants  of  Lichfield  as  compared  with  those 
in  the  Country  as  a  whole,  the  following  table  shows  how  the  local  figures 
compare  with  the  national  ones:- 


Area 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

— — - — — -j 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

Lichfield 

26 . 6 

9°3 

3.8 

9*4 

10.2 

England  and  Wales 

I80O 

L 

15°7 

13.0 

19.0 

11.5 

L  _ _ 

It  can  be  seen  that,  on  this  occasion,  the  local  figures  compare  very 
favourably  indeed  with  the  national  figures <» 

The  same  applies  to  the  perinatal  death  rate ,  got  by  adding  together 
stillbirths  and  deaths  at  under  one  week  of  ageQ  In  this  case,  the  local 
figure  of  13»0  per  thousand  compares  with  the  national  figure  of  26.9  Per 

thousand o 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  in  Lichfield  who  died  during  the  year,  regardless  of  where  the 
death  actually  occurred 


Disease 

Total 

I960 

Total 

1961 

Total 

1962 

Total 

1963 

Total 

1964 

M 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Other  Tuberculosis 

- 

* 

•sc 

(o 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

<= 

* 

CO 

=> 

1 

Diphtheria 

* 

as> 

~ 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

cx> 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

® 

Measles 

— 

=, 

co 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 

- 

- 

CO 

1 

CO 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach 

3 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 

5 

8 

2 

7 

8 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast 

2 

*» 

2 

1 

3 

c 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus 

1 

1 

CO 

5 

c 

Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

13 

19 

12 

10 

13 

5 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

2 

1 

CO 

2 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

** 

2 

CD 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

29 

29 

24 

22 

31 

14 

T  C 

Coronary  Disease  and  Angina 

23 

27 

24 

28 

27 

15 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

4 

3 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

22 

20 

18 

17 

19 

9 

1265 


Total 


3 

7 

1 

5 


22 

10 

3 

14 


10 

7 

1 

10 

1 

36 

25 

3 

23 
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Disease 

Total 

I960 

Total ; 
1961 

Total 

1962 

Total 

1963 

Total 

1964 

1969 

M 

F 

Total 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

16 

15 

15 

10 

i  n 

17 

27 

Influenza 

- 

4 

6 

- 

«> 

Pneumonia 

6 

7 

9 

4 

6 

1 

5 

6 

Bronchitis 

6 

8 

12 

17 

9 

6 

l 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

3  ! 

5 

4 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

- 

5 

1 

— 

<-> 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

2 

1 

* 

- 

- 

= 

<=> 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

«*» 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

or 

Congenital  Malformations 

5 

3 

3 

2 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

42 

19 

16 

26 

32 

8 

21 

29 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

c 

3 

All  Other  Accidents 

- 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

«* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

All  Diseases 

183 

180 

166 

172 

180 

85 

120 

205 

Taking  the-deaths  as  a  whole,  five  occurred,  as  already  recorded,  before 
the  end  of  the  first  year  of  life,  while  four  deaths  occurred  at  ages  between 
one  and  five  years  and  one  death  at  an  age  between  five  and  fifteen  years* 

Only  37  deaths  occurred  at  ages  between  15  years  and  65  years.  In  older  people 
41  deaths  occurred  at  ages  between  65  and  75  years  and  117  at  ages  over  75 
years.  Deaths  were  fairly  evenly  divided  between  the  sexes  at  ages  up  to  75 
years,  but  deaths  at  ages  over  75  years  included  79  women  and  only  38  men, 
demonstrating  once  more  both  the  greater  longevity  of  women  as  compared  with 
men  and  the  resultant  predominance  of  women  in  the  elder  age  groups  of  the 
community o 

Both  the  deaths  occurring  before  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  life 
occurred  in  infants  suffering  from  severe  congenital  abnormality  of  a  type 
which  made  early  death  inevitable.  Of  the  three  remaining  infant  deaths,  one 
resulted  from  complications  occurring  at  the  time  of  birth,  one  from  asphyxia 
due  to  aspiration  of  intestinal  contents  and  one  to  virus  pneumonia,  all 
relatively  common  causes  of  death  in  infancy . 

As  regards  deaths  occurring  in  older  children,  one  resulted  from  an 
accident,  two  from  infections,  while  the  remaining  two  occurred  in  children 
suffering  from  major  congenital  abnormalities,  one  of  these  deaths  following 
attempted  surgical  repair  of  the  abnormality. 

Looking  down  the  table  setting  out  the  causes  of  death,  one  again  notices 
the  almost  complete  absence  of  deaths  attributed  to  the  common  infectious 
diseases,  particularly  those  which  used  to  cause  heavy  mortality  in  childhood. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  depressing  to  observe  that  the  incidence  of 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  has  again  increased,  and  this  disease 
now  causes  more  deaths  each  year  than  any  other  individual  cancer,  and  more 
than  a  third  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  types.  Fortunately , 
eight  of  the  ten  deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  65  years  but  the  remaining  two 
occurred  in  early  middle  age.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  major  factor  in 
causation,  cigarette  smoking,  is  only  too  well  known,  it  is  indeed  surprising 
that  much  more  stringent  action  has  not  been  taken  by  the  Government  to  curb, 
drastically,  the  sale  of  an  article  which  is  exacting  such  a  heavy  toll  on 
the  lives  of  a  section  of  the  community.  So  far  as  any  possible  local  action 
is  concerned,  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  no  such  action  can  make  any  real 
impact  on  the  problem,  and  that,  if  significant  action  is  to  be  taken,  it 
must  be  taken  at  national  level. 
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Deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  were  less  numerous  than  in  other 
recent  years.  Nine  of  the  thirteen  deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  65  years , 

Of  deaths  due  to  accidents  involving  motor  vehicles,  one  occurred  in  a 
child  of  eighteen  months,  while  the  remaining  two  occurred  in  men  in  early 
middle-age o  This  contrasts  somewhat  with  that  of  some  other  recent  years, 
when  a  considerble  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  young  persons  lacking  in 
experience  of  drivingo 

Deaths  due  to  accidents  not  involving  motor  vehicles  followed  the  usual 
pattern,  one  involving  a  very  young  child  and  the  other  an  elderly  person,  who 
died  from  complications  of  a  fracture  sustained  in  a  fall  in  her  home© 

Suicidal  deaths  were  more  numerous  than  in  other  recent  years,  one 
occurring  in  a  young  woman,  who  died  from  an  overdose  of  a  drug  used  for 
medicinal  purposes,  and  the  other  two  in  middle-aged  persons  who  both  died 
following  decapitation  on  a  railway  line© 

On  the  negative  side,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  the  year,  as 
in  other  recent  years,  no  deaths  resulted  from  either  pregnancy,  childbirth 
or  abortion0 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the  various  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year,  and  also,  for  comparison,  the 
number  of  cases  of  these  diseases  notified  during  the  preceding  ten  years:- 


After  the  large  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  in  the  previous  two 
years,  the  number  notified  in  19&5  was,  naturally,  very  much  smaller 0  The 
reduction  was  obviously  due  to  the  temporary  dearth  of  susceptible  children, 
due,  in  turn,  to  the  factor  mentioned  above©  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
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the  new  vaccine,  now  in  use  on  a  very  small  scale,  will  exert  a  beneficial 
influence  on  future  outbreaks . 

It  will  be  noted  that  no  cases  of  whooping  cough  at  all  were  notified 
during  1965,  which,  with  the  low  incidence  of  preceding  years,  can  reasonably 
be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  children  are  now  immunised 
in  infancy  against  the  disease . 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  again  satisfactorily  low,  due 
to  prompt  and  efficient  treatment,  usually  in  the  home,  of  the  small  number 
of  children  affected,  the  present  position  contrasting  most  dramatically  with 
that  of  twenty  years  or  so  ago,  when  isolation  hospitals  were  full  of  children 
suffering  from  the  disease. 

The  absence  of  poliomyelitis  from  Lichfield,  for  the  eighth  consecutive 
year,  again  emphasises  the  value  of  the  unspectacular  work  done  over  the  years 
by  general  practitioners  and  clinic  doctors  in  immunising  children  against 
these  diseases,  and  the  proven  efficiency  of  the  vaccines  used. 

Of  the  seven  cases  of  dysentery  notified,  two  occurred  in  children 
attending  a  special  school  in  another  district,  while  the  remaining  cases 
were  sporadic  ones,  without  any  ascertainable  connection.  One  of  these 
involved  an  employee  in  the  canteen  at  a  residential  school  in  another  dis¬ 
trict  and  another  an  employee  in  a  grocer 9 s  shop.  All  necessary  precautions 
were  taken  to  minimise  the  risk  of  infection  being  spread,  and,  as  far  as 
could  be  ascertained,  these  precautions  achieved  this  object. 

As  regards  two  cases  of  food-poisoning  notified,  one  proved,  on 
investigation,  to  be  an  illness  due  to  a  cause  other  than  infection,  while 
the  other  case  involved  an  infection  contracted  abroad  during  the  holiday 
season.  Certain  precautions  were  arranged  in  this  case  until  medical  treat¬ 
ment  by  the  family  doctor  eliminated  the  infection. 

All  the  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurred  in  patients  in  hospital, 
but  none  of  the  cases  proved  to  be  due  to  any  very  serious  cause,  involving 
risk  of  spread  of  infection. 

Both  the  patients  notified  as  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  affected 
by  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  one  patient  being  an  elderly  man  and 
the  other  a  young  woman.  No  deaths  resulted  from  tuberculosis  infection 
during  the  year.  The  following  table  shows  how  the  statistics  for  1965 
compare  with  those  for  earlier  years:- 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1947 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1948 

6 

7 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1949 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1950 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

CO 

- 

- 

1951 

1 

3 

3 

-L 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1952 

5 

1 

- 

4 

2 

1 

- 

1953 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1954 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1955 

3 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1956 

4 

«* 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1957 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1958 

1 

=> 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1959 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

I960 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

— 

1961 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

as 

- 

- 

1963 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1964 

- 

- 

1 

» 

CD 

- 

- 

• 

1965 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

* 
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The  figures  show  clearly  the  very  dramatic  improvement  which  has  been 
effected  both  in  treatment  of  the  disease  and  in  reduction  in  spread  of  the 
infection  during  the  period  in  question.,  The  former  can  reasonably  be 
attributed  partly  to  earlier  diagnosis  than  in  earlier  periods  and  partly 
to  improved  methods  of  drug  treatment,  which  the  latter  can  be  attributed 
partly  to  the  effects  of  drug  treatment  on  the  infect ivity  of  patients  and 
partly  to  the  more  energetic  search  for  contacts  of  known  patients,  in  order 
that  they  can  be  diagnosed,  isolated  and  treated  in  the  early  stages  of  in¬ 
fection,  before  they  have  a  chance  to  pass  the  infection  to  others » 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

So  far  as  public  health  aspects  are  concerned,  the  position  was  little 
changed,  as  compared  with  other  recent  years,  with  beds  freely  available  for 
the  relatively  small  proportion,  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases 
who  required  hospitalisation,  but  with  a  continued  scarcity  of  beds  for 
maternity  and  geriatric  patients.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  provision 
of  additional  beds  at  Good  Hope  Hospital,  Sutton  Coldfield,  will  substantially 
affect  the  position.. 

In  the  meantime,  existing  arrangements  for  assisting  in  the  assessment 
of  priorities  for  admission,  and  in  minimising  the  difficulties  of  those 
failing  to  obtain  admission,  were  continued., 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  under  either  of  these  Acts  during  the 

year. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Existing  arrangements  continued  unchanged  in  relation  to  diagnosis, 
treatment  and  surveillance,  and  appeared  to  work  smoothly,  although 
patients  have  to  travel  to  hospitals  in  Birmingham,  Burton-on-Trent ,  Stafford 
and  Walsall  for  this  service « 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Here  also,  the  existing  arrangements,  which  work  very  satisfactorily, 
were  continued,  prompt  and  helpful  assistance  being  readily  available  from 
the  County  Chemical  and  Public  Health  Laboratories  in  their  respective  fields. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Mr0  Taylor,  Engineer- in- Chief  to  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 
has  reported  on  the  public  health  aspects  of  the  water  supply,  indicating 
that  the  water  has  been  obtained  from  the  same  sources  as  previously  and 
that  regular  sampling  has  revealed  the  usual  satisfactory  standard  in  relation 
both  to  bacteriological  purity  and  chemical  composition,  with  the  exception 
of  the  fluoride  content,  which  varied,  according  to  the  source  of  the  water 
being  sampled,  from  0,29  to  0,10  parts  per  million.  As  these  figures  are 
both  well  belo w  the  figure  of  1,0  parts  per  million,  considered  to  be  the 
proportion  required  for  sound  tooth  formation  in  children,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  necessary  action  to  remedy  the  deficiency  will  not  be  too  long 
delayed,  Mr,  Taylor  confirmed  that,  in  spite  of  the  purity  of  the  water, 
routine  chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations,  and  that 
emergency  chlorination  of  the  affected  fittings  and  structures  is  carried  out 
after  possible  contamination  due  to  burst  or  damaged  pipes 0 
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PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATH 


The  City  Surveyor  has  reported  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
persons  using  the  bath,  which  has  thrown  an  increased  strain  on  the  chlorination 
plant.  In  spite  of  this,  samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  were  generally 
satisfactory0 


FOOD 

Inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  handled  before  sale  to  the  public 
and  investigation  of  complaints  from  the  public  regarding  purchased  food  again 
took  up  a  great  deal  of  the  available  time  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  but 
constituted  a  very  important  part  of  his  work0 

According  to  information  received  through  the  courtesy  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  the  County  Council  took  22  samples  of  milk  and  46  samples 
of  other  foods  for  analysis  during  the  yearQ  All  the  samples  of  milk  and 
all  but  two  of  the  samples  of  other  foods  were  found  to  be  genuine.  The 
exeptions  involved  a  sample  of  jam  found  to  be  lGo2°/0  deficient  in  fruit  and 
a  sample  of  apple  pulp  found  to  have  20 °/o  added  water,  the  necessary  ad¬ 
ministrative  action  being  taken  in  each  caseQ 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  laboratory  investigation  of 
other  samples  of  milk,  tested  during  the  year  for  cleanliness  and  in 
appropriate  cases,  for  the  efficiency  of  the  pasteurisation  and  sterilisation 
processes : - 


Type  of  Milk 

TEST 

Methylene 

Blue 

(Cleanliness) 

Phosphatase 

(Efficient 

Pasteurisation) 

Turbidity 

(Efficient 

Sterilisation) 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat . 

Sat  0 

Unsat . 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

14 

3 

17 

- 

- 

- 

Pasteurised 

47 

1 

48 

- 

- 

- 

Sterilised 

- 

. — „  — 

_ 

28 

- 

The  results  again  show  that  a  certain  proportion  of  milk  samples  had 
not  been  produced  to  a  completely  acceptable  standard  of  cleanliness,  the 
proportion  being  slightly  greater  than  in  the  previous  year,  when  two  samples 
out  of  62  were  unsatisfactory.^  Fortunately,  the  results  relating  to  the 
pasteurisation  and  sterilisation  processes  again  show  the  usual  satisfactory 
standard  of  efficiency o 


HOUSING 

I  am  informed  by  the  Housing  Manager  that  the  position  in  relation  to 
rehousing,  and  its  effect  on  the  waiting  list  for  houses,  during  1965?  was 
as  follows 

Waiting  list  (excluding  overspill)  at  1st  January  ..  . .  388 
Rehoused  from  unfit  houses  (including  redevelopment  areas)  39 
Rehoused  from  overspill  area  ..  <>.  ..  ..  . .  00  75 
Waiting  list  at  31st  December  .  „  «.  ..  ..  ..  °o  355 

The  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  also  affected  by  a  revision 
undertaken  in  March  1965° 
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The  following  table  shows  the  statutory  action  taken  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  in  relation  to  houses  deemed  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


Property 

Statutory  Action 

70  Burton  Old  Road 

7  Springfield  Gardens 

11  Springfield  Gardens 

1-17  Dean’s  Croft 

21  -  41  Rotten  Row  (odd  Nos.) 

1,  2  and  3  Sandfields  Cottages 

2  Millstone  Place 

Dove  Cottage,  Chapel  Lane 

Closing  Order  -  4*1.65 

Closing  Order  -  29.3.65 

Closing  Order  -  29.3.65 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  -  29.3.65 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  -  29. 3 065 
Undertaking  Accepted  -  29.3.65 

Closing  Order  -  18.5.65 

Demolition  Order  -  28.6.65 

The  statutory  action  detailed  above  was  considerably  greater  than  that 
in  the  previous  year,  by  reason  of  the  fairly  large  numbers  of  houses  dealt 
with  in  one  clearnace  area  in  Dean’s  Croft  and  the  adjoining  part  of  Rotten 
Row.  This  clearance  was  made  possible  by  the  considerable  building  programme 
now  being  undertaken  by  the  Council,  which  is  likely  to  enable  the  necessary 
rehousing  to  be  undertaken  without  undue  delay®  It  would  appear  reasonable 
to  hope  that,  now  rehousing  from  redevelopment  areas  and  prefabricated 
bungalows  has  been  largely  completed,  it  may  be  possible  for  the  clearance 
of  the  remaining  unfit  houses  to  proceed  at  a  more  rapid  rate  than  has  been 
feasible  in  recent  years® 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Particulars  relating  to  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act  are  set 
out  in  the  following  table 


No  0  of 
Factories  on 
Register 

Inspections 

No  0  of 

Written  Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

73 

73 

1 

Nil 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  defects  found,  and  action  taken  to 
remedy  them:- 


Defects  Referred 

Prosecutions 

Instituted 

Particulars  of  Defect 

Defects 

Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.Mo 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  Drainage 
of  Floors 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 
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Information  relating  to  outworkers  is  set  out  below  in  the  prescribed 
form:- 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
Outworkers 
on  List 

No.  of 
Defaults  in 
Sending  List 
to  Council 

No .  of 
Prosecutions 
in  Failure  to 
Supply  Lists 

No .  of 
Instances 
of  Work  in 
Unwholesome 
Places 

Notices 

Served 

Wearing  Apparel 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  outworkers  was  somewhat  larger  than 
in  other  recent  years,  but  that  all  were  engaged  in  trades  dealing  with  wearing 
apparel,  thus  presenting  relatively  little  hazard  to  public  healtho 


REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  SURVEYOR 


Public  Conveniences 

The  convenience  block  in  the  Bus  Station  has  been  brought  into  use,  and 
the  other  public  conveniences  maintained  throughout  the  year. 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse 

The  refuse  collection  service  has  worked  satisfactorily,  but  prior  to 
the  delivery  of  the  third  vehicle  the  service  was  reaching  breaking  point, 
and  some  delays  occurred  in  collection® 

The  new  tip  off  Dimbles  Lane  has  been  in  use,  and  has  operated  without 
complaint o  During  the  year  further  visits  and  investigations  took  place  into 
other  forms  of  refuse  disposal,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  renting 
of  a  small  pulverisation  plant  to  be  installed  at  the  tip®  This  is  hoped  to 
have  a  life  of  at  least  five  years. 


Sewerage 


and  Sewa^ 


Further  examinations  and  cleaning  of  the  sewers  have  proceeded,  and  the 
results  have  been  analysed.  It  is  hoped  to  carry  on  with  the  detailed 
investigation  into  the  modernisation  required. 


The  Walsall  Road  surface  water  sewer  has  been  installed,  thus  reducing 
the  amount  of  surface  water  discharging  into  the  foul  outfall  sewers.  A 
contract  for  a  surface  water  sewer  in  St.  Chad’s  Road  was  in  course  of 
preparation,  with  a  view  to  its  construction  early  in  1966. 


A  contract  for  the  separation  of  surface  water  from  the  foul  sewers  in 
the  centre  of  the  town  has  been  approved,  and  work  was  expected  to  commence 
immediately.  A  scheme  for  a  storm  water  overflow  and  the  culverting  of  the 
brook  at  Netherstowe  was  awaiting  Ministerial  approval,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
work  would  commence  in  the  near  future. 


No  new  applications  have  been  received  for  discharge  of  trade  effluent, 
but  a  full  scale  investigation  is  being  made,  by  the  new  Sewage  Works  Manager , 
Mr.  Evers,  into  the  amount  of  trade  effluent  discharging  into  the  sewers. 

The  sewage  works  at  Curborough  is  working  above  its  designed  capacity 
and  a  design  for  the  extension  and  alteration  necessary  to  bring  the  works 
up  to  size  to  cater  for  the  increased  population  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  whose  decision  is  awaited. 
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A  large  amount  of  sludge  has  been  removed  from  the  Disposal  Works  for 
horticultural  and  agricultural  use. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


a)  Unsound  food  surrendered  or  condemned 


Meat  at  retail 

shops  . o 

©  9 

o  © 

©  o 

O  © 

o  © 

o  ©  5 

cwto  55 

lbs. 

Cooked  Meat 

©  O 

o  o 

0  O 

Q  O 

o  o 

o  o 

O  9 

Q  © 

2 

lbs. 

Canned  Meats 

o  o 

o  © 

O  • 

o  o 

o  © 

o  o 

O  9 

O  O  X 

cwt.  96 

lbs. 

Fish  o .  o o 

•  o 

®  9 

O  O 

o  • 

9  9 

®  • 

9  • 

O  O 

6 

lbs. 

Other  Foods 

o  • 

O  © 

O  • 

o  © 

O  ® 

O  9 

o  © 

OO  2 

cwto  31 

lbs  0 

Total 

o  • 

o  <* 

O  © 

•  • 

O  • 

•  o 

o  © 

o.  9 

cwt.  78 

lbs. 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  00  . .  ».  <>.  30 

Number  of  presecutions  under  Section  2  00  0.  ..  2 

Number  of  prosecutions  under  Section  8  0.  ..  o.  4 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  was  greater  than  in  any  previous 
year.  There  is  an  increasing  tendency  for  the  public  to  complain  to  the 
public  health  authority  rather  than  to  the  shopkeeper  when  food  is  unsatis¬ 
factory.  It  appears  that  this  tendency  has  been  evident  in  other  districts 
and  various  explanations  have  been  put  forward 0  It  has  been  suggested,  for 
instance,  that  lack  of  personal  interest  -  especially  in  the  larger  trading 
establishments  -  may  be  the  principal  reason.,  A  more  likely  explanation, 
however,  is  that  people  are  becoming  more  particular  about  the  condition  of 
food  at  the  time  of  purchase,  and  are,  therefore  more  disposed  to  complain 
when  they  feel  the  food  is  not  up  to  the  standard  which  they  consider  they 
are  entitled  to  expect 0 

When  a  complaint  is  received  full  particulars  are  entered  on  a  form 
which  has  been  specially  prepared  for  the  purpose 0  These  include  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  food,  condition  complained  of,  time  and  place  of  purchase  and 
mode  of  storage  between  the  time  of  the  purchase  and  the  time  of  making  the 
complaint o  All  complaints  are  investigated  immediately  on  being  received. 

The  trader  concerned  is  notified  of  the  complaint  and  given  the  opportunity 
to  see  the  food  as  soon  as  possible  after  a  complaint  is  made.  The  investi¬ 
gation  of  complaints  involves  a  great  deal  of  work  -  as  does  the  preparation 
of  evidence  for  legal  proceedings. 

c)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations.  I960 
(i)  Principal  Food  Premises  in  the  City 


Meat  Shops 

14 

Fruit  and  Vetetable  Shops 

12 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

2 

Hotels 

7 

Fresh  Fish  Shops 

3 

Restaurants 

12 

Grocers 

16 

Public  Houses 

33 

Confectioners 

10 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  there  are  a  number  of  shops 
where  general  provisions  are  sold  including  some  articles  of  food  such 
as  groceries,  fruit  and  vegetables. 
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(ii)  Routine  Inspections 


During  the  year  under  review  154  visits  were  made  to  food  shops 
and  catering  establishments  in  the  City.  These  visits  were  in 
addition  to  inspections  of  food  premises  made  under  other  statutes 
such  as  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963.  Twenty 
seven  intimations  were  sent  to  occupiers  of  food  premises  regarding 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations  but  no  legal  proceedings  were 
necessary  in  this  connection,,  Food  delivery  vans  are  inspected 
when  found  in  the  City  and  in  one  case  it  was  necessary  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  owners  of  the  van  and  the  food  wholesalers  to  the 
very  unsatisfactory  conditions  under  which  food  was  being  trans¬ 
ported  „  The  explanation  offered  by  the  wholesalers  in  this  instance 
was  that  it  was  a  temporary  arrangement  due  to  pressure  of  business, 
and  one  which  would  not  be  repeated . 

(iii)  Structural  Improvements 

During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  three  food  shops  where  re¬ 
construction  is  being  carried  out,  including  the  provision  of 
refrigerated  cabinets  for  food  display,  additional  sanitary 
conveniences  and  additional  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of 
employees®  New  floors,  walls  and  ceilings  were  to  be  provided 
which  will  greatly  facilitate  cleansing.  Following  an  intimation 
to  the  occupier  of  a  cafe  where  facilities  for  food  preparation 
were  inadequate,  the  occupier  gave  his  assurance  that  plans  were 
being  prepared  for  the  modernisation  of  the  premises.  The 
proposals  in  this  instance  included  better  facilities  for  the 
storage,  preparation  and  cooking  of  food  and  improved  facilities 
for  the  use  of  persons  engaged  in  the  business  of  food  handling. 
Other  improvements  effected  during  the  year  included  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  a  new  mechanical  ventilation  system  in  a  cafe,  new 
floors  in  three  food  shops,  new  wash  basins  in  two  food  shops 
and  the  reconstruction  of  the  kitchen  and  food  preparation  rooms 
at  one  of  the  large  hotels.  Work  on  the  hotel  concerned  had  been 
proceeding  for  several  months,  and  some  of  it  had  to  be  done 
when  the  food  preparation  rooms  were  not  being  used.  Floors, 
walls  and  ceilings  were  resurfaced  and  natural  lighting  and 
ventilation  were  improved. 

(iv)  Provision  of  Wash  Basins  and  Sinks 

With  the  exeption  of  some  of  the  public  houses,  all  catering 
establishments  in  the  City  are  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation 
16,  which  requires  in  all  food  premises  sufficient  wash  hand 
basins  for  the  use  of  all  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food 
on  or  about  food  premises.  Where  deficiencies  were  found 
intimations  were  sent  to  the  owners  of  the  premises  concerned. 
Regulation  19  requires  that  there  shall  be  provided  and  maintained 
in  all  food  premises  suitable  and  sufficient  sinks  or  other 
facilities  (not  being  wash  hand  basins  as  previously  mentioned) 
for  washing  food  and  equipment  used  in  the  food  business.  The 
premises  in  the  City  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  are  all  the 
meat  shops,  fresh  fish  shops,  fried  fish  shops,  hotels  and 
restaurants,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  sinks  or 
other  washing  facilities  have  been  fitted  in  every  case  where 
the  Regulation  is  applicable. 


OFFICES ,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

During  the  year  1965  general  inspections  were  confined  chiefly  to  premises 
where  it  was  felt  there  might  be  deficiencies  and  to  catering  establishments. 
The  object  of  this  was  to  avoid  duplication  of  visits,  since  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  food  premises  under  constant  supervision.  Three  notifications  of  accident 
were  received.  The  first  concerned  an  18  year  old  youth  who  sustained  a  cut 
finger  when  cleaning  a  bacon  slicing  machine.  The  machine  was  not  in  motion 
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at  the  time  of  the  accident,  but  it  appeared  that  the  youth  had  failed  to 
observe  the  instruction  to  see  that  the  blade  was  set  at  zerOo  The  injury 
was  not  serious.  In  the  second  incident  two  youths  were  involved  while 
carrying  a  wooden  chopping  block  over  a  wet  floor.  They  sustained  only 
minor  injuries  and  the  proprietors  of  the  premises  were  advised  to  see  that 
such  movements  were  not  made  on  wet  floors.  The  third  incident  occurred  at 
a  food  shop  where  a  female  assistant  stepped  down  the  opening  to  the  cellar 
while  serving  customers.  It  appeared  that  the  assistant  had  been  warned 
that  the  door  to  the  cellar  was  open  but  had  forgotten  the  warning.  In 
this  instance  the  proprietors  were  told  that,  if  it  was  intended  to  continue 
the  use  of  the  cellar  for  storage  purposes,  it  would  be  necessary  to  see 
that  an  assistant  is  kept  on  guard  during  any  time  that  the  door  to  the 
cellar  is  open  when  customers  are  being  served.  The  appropriate  forms  were, 
of  course,  completed  and  the  necessary  returns  made  to  H.M.  Deputy 
Superintending  Inspector  of  Factories. 

In  connection  with  general  inspections,  a  record  on  the  card  index 
system  is  completed  in  respect  of  each  such  inspection.  These  cards  are 
so  arranged  as  to  form  a  continuous  record  of  general  inspections  and  re¬ 
visits.  Reinspections  are,  of  course,  necessary,  not  only  to  ascertain 
that  the  requirements  of  intimations  have  been  complied  with,  but  to  keep 
particulars  of  premises  up  to  date.  Among  the  principal  improvements 
effected  was  the  substitution  of  a  proper  staircase,  complete  with  hand¬ 
rails,  for  a  vertical  ladder  which  had  been  in  use  at  a  self  service  store 
where  the  first  floor  was  used  for  the  storage  of  goods.  At  offices  where 
the  sanitary  conveniences  were  inadequate  two  new  W.C.  compartments  complete 
with  wash  basins  and  furnished  with  hot  and  cold  water  were  provided.  In 
the  case  of  one  lock-up  shop  it  was  found  that  the  sole  assistant  was 
obliged  to  use  the  public  convenience.  As  it  was  not  physically  possible 
to  provide  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  shop,  suitable  arrangements  were 
made  by  the  proprietor  for  the  assistant  to  use  accommodation  at  the 
adjoining  premises. 

No  special  problems  were  encountered  in  relation  to  the  lighting  of 
premises  registered  under  the  Act.  In  all  work  rooms  inspected  the 
provisions  for  natural  and  artificial  lighting  were  adequate.  There  appears 
to  be  a  need  for  greater  care,  however,  in  regard  to  the  artificial  lighting 
of  staircases,  particularly  in  cases  where  there  is  no  natural  lighting 
and  artificial  lighting  must  therefore  be  used  during  working  hours.  Most 
of  the  new  shops  visited  were  furnished  with  tubular  lighting,  which 
appears  to  be  very  satisfactory,  as  it  can  be  arranged  to  provide  adequate 
illumination  without  glare.  Particular  attention  will  be  paid  to  the 
question  of  lighting  when  offices  are  being  inspected. 

The  majority  of  occupiers  of  premises  inspected  were  co-operative 
and  most  of  the  intimations  served  were  readily  complied  with.  It  seems 
regrettable,  however,  that  some  of  the  facilities  provided  for  the  benefit 
of  employees  are  not  appreciated  and  in  some  cases  misused.  In  one  new 
shop  which  had  been  adequately  furnished  with  sanitary  conveniences  and 
washing  facilities,  the  conveniences  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  almost 
unfit  for  use  after  only  a  few  weeks9  occupation.  This  seems  to  be  a 
feature  of  health  and  welfare  work  which  warrants  more  attention. 

Conditions  arising  in  this  way  can,  of  course,  be  dealt  with  when  enough 
time  can  be  devoted  to  reinspections  -  a  point  which  I  have  often  made 
in  regard  to  other  branches  of  public  health  work. 
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a )  Registrations  and  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 

premises  registered 
during  the  year 

Number  of 

registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

23 

72 

3 

Retail  Shops 

21 

150 

79 

Wholesale  shops, 
Warehouses 

3 

6 

- 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

4 

37 

29 

Fuel  storage  depots 

5 

9 

2 

TOTALS 

56 

274 

113 

1 

—  ——a——  p—w b— — p— o—oKina— — p— — ic— 3— p 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  made  to  premises  registered 
under  the  Act  is  210, 

The  term  "general  inspection"  is  used  in  reference  to  any  inspection 
of  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies  and  which  is  undertaken  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  all  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Act  and  instruments 
thereunder  are  complied  with  as  respects  those  premises o  The  term  "registered 
premises"  means  any  premises  in  respect  of  which  a  notice  under  Section  49 
of  the  Act  has  been  received,,  Experience  seems  to  show  that  the  majority  of 
the  premises  in  the  City  to  which  the  Act  applies  have  already  been 
registered* 

b)  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


!  Contraventions 
in  respect  of? 

Found 

Sec.  4 

|  Cleanliness 

| 

10 

Sec.  5 

Overcrowding 

Sec  -  6 

Temperature 

17 

Seco  7 

Ventilation 

, 

Sec .  8 

Lighting 

1 

Sec*  9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

10 

Sec.  10 

Washing  Facilities 

20 

Sec*  11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

2 

Sec.  12 

Clothing  Accommodation 

’ 
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Contraventions 
in  respect  of: 

Found 

Sec*  13 

Sitting  facilities 

Sec,  14 

Seats  (Sedentary  workers) 

- 

Sec.  15 

Eating  Facilities 

2 

Sec.  16 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

10 

SeCo  17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 

- 

Sec.  18 

Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 
machinery 

Sec.  19 

Training  of  young  persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery 

Sec.  23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

- 

Sec.  24 

First  Aid  -  General  Provisions 

9 

TOTAL 

85 

GLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


a)  Industrial 


1 o  Dark  Smoke 


2.  Furnaces 

(Section  3) 


3o  Grit  and  dust  emissions 
(Section  5) 


Number  of  contraventions  recorded  1 

(a)  successful  prosecutions  Nil 

(b)  unsuccessful  prosecutions  Nil 

(a)  notifications  received  2 


(b)  applications  for  prior  approval  2 

(c)  number  of  applications  granted  2 

(a)  number  of  contraventions  Nil 

(b)  type  of  plant  involved: 


4o  Height  of  chimneys 


(a)  number  of  plans  submitted 

showing  new  chimneys  2 

(b)  number  approved  1 

(c)  number  of  chimneys  erected 
not  complying  with  the 

approved  plans  Ni 

(d)  number  of  chimneys  erected 
outside  the  control  of 

Section  10  1 


During  the  year  twelve  observations  were  made  on  industrial  chimneys  in 
the  City*  The  contravention  referred  to  was  at  a  factory  in  respect  of 
which  complaints  had  been  received  from  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood . 
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This  installation  is  furnished  with  a  mechanical  stoker  which  was  not 
functioning  efficiently  because  the  proper  grade  of  fuel  was  not  being 
supplied*  When  the  proprietor  was  interviewed  he  said  it  was  his  intention 
to  replace  the  coal  fired  installation  with  oil  fired  boilers 0 

In  the  case  of  the  factory  where  the  Health  Committee  were  unable  to 
approve  the  proposal  for  increasing  the  height  of  an  existing  chimney ,  the 
proprietors  intimated  that  they  were  preparing  plans  for  a  new  installation,. 


b)  Domestic 

There  are  no  smoke  control  areas  in  the  CityD 


HOUSING 

Repair  -  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  notices:- 


(a)  by  owner 

(b)  by  local  authority 


Section  9>  10  &  16 
Housing  Act  1957 

Public  Health  and 
similar  Local  Acts 

Totals 

Informal  (  Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

PTI 
1  ! 

10 

XXX 

2 

10 

XXX 

2 

b)  Beyond  Repair  -  Housing 
Number  of: 


lo 

2  o 

3c 

4° 

5o 

6® 


undertakings  accepted 
closing  orders  made 
demolition  orders  made 
closing  orders  made 


(section  16)  .. 
(section  17)  . . 
(section  17)  °  ° 
(section  18)  . . 


closing  orders  determined  (section  27) 

closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition 
orders  substituted  (section  28)  . 


1 

5 


c)  Clearance  Areas 

(l)  Represented  during  year: 

1,  Number  of  areas 


20  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  ® 

3„  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrange- 
me  nt  etCo  «o  ®  •  °  •  *  •  •• 

4o  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  43(2) 

5o  Numbers  of  people  to  be  displaced: 

(a)  Individuals  „<>  00  ° • 

(b )  Families  *  •  o  oo  ®  •  •• 


1 

28 


58 

26 


180 


•  9 


Action  taken  during  the  year: 

1.  Houses  demolished  by 

(a)  Unfit  . . 

(b)  Others 


Local  Authorities  or  Owners: 


oo  o  O  OQ  ®  ®  •  •  OO 


OO  O®  OO  oo  oo  oo 


2o  Numbers  of  people  displaced: 

(a)  Individuals  o. 

(b)  Families  ..  o «  <>. 


17 


60 

27 


The  standard  of  cleanliness  at  the  houses  inspected  was  found  to  be  very 
satisfactory  and  it  was  evident  that  most  of  the  tenants  had  made  the  best  of 
the  accommodation  they  occupied,  chiefly  by  renovations,  but  in  some  cases  by 
the  provision  of  extra  amenities 0  Most  of  the  houses  which  become  vacant  are 
offered  for  sale,  and  when  owner/occupiers  take  possession  it  is  found  that 
the  majority  of  them  do  renovate  and  modernise  the  property. 


d)  Houses  Improved  or  Modernised 


Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  are  dealt  with  in  the  first 
instance  by  the  City  Surveyor  who  consults  me  on  all  properties  likely 
to  be  affected  by  clearance  procedure.  During  the  year  Improvement 
Grants  were  made  in  respect  of  the  undermentioned  properties :- 

15  Cross  in  Hand  Lane, 

16,  18,  5  and  25  Ivanhoe  Road, 

Leomonsley  Mill  Farmhouse, 

131,  135  and  Keepers  Cottage,  Birmingham  Road. 

72  Rotten  Row. 

85  and  182  Walsall  Road, 

151  Trent  Valley  Road, 

21  Stafford  Road. 

42  Townfields. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5  and  6  Railway  Cottages,  Trent  Valley  Road, 

Work  on  all  these  properties  was  commenced  except  those  in  Trent 
Valley  Road  which  are  under  the  control  of  British  Railways. 


Structural  improvements  were  carried  out  at  the  undermentioned 
properties  without  Improvement  Grants := 


31  Wheel  Lane 

127  St.  John  Street 
22  The  Close 

40  Townfields 

44  Townfields 

17  Netherbeacon 
132  Weston  Road 

70  Burton  Old  Road 

12  Ivanhoe  Road 

3  Stafford  Road 

Canal  Cottage,  Fosse¬ 
way  Lane 

31  The  Friary 


-  provision  of  indoor  sanitation,  bath¬ 
room  and  internal  hot  water. 

-  provision  of  indoor  sanitation. 

-  provision  of  new  bathroom,  indoor 
sanitation  and  outside  W.C. 

-  provision  of  bathroom  and  improve¬ 
ments  to  kitchen. 

-  provision  of  bathroom  and  improve¬ 
ments  to  kitchen. 

-  additional  W.C.  -  ground  floor. 

-  provision  of  bathroom,  internal  hot 
water  supply  and  indoor  sanitation. 

-  provision  of  bathroom,  indoor  sanitation 
and  new  kitchen. 

-  provision  of  bathroom 

-  provision  of  W.C.  -  ground  floor 


-  provision  of  bathroom 

-  provision  of  bathroom 
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e)  Housing  Act  1964 

Two  areas  have  been  surveyed  but  no  improvement  areas  have  been 
declared.  It  has  been  found  that  when  rented  houses  become  vacant  the 
tendency  is  for  owners  to  offer  them  for  sale.  In  most  cases  these 
properties  are  purchased  by  people  who  intend  to  occupy  them  and  to 
carry  out  the  improvements  which  would  be  required  if  the  houses  were 
in  fact  in  improvement  areas.  In  view  of  these  developments,  it  is 
unlikely  that  any  part  of  the  City  will  be  dealt  with  officially  as  an 
improvement  area. 


f) 


Blocks 


There  are  twenty  four  such  houses  in  the  City,  and  inspections 
made  show  that  the  conditions  generally  were  satisfactory.  With  two 
exceptions,  each  tenement  had  a  separate  water  supply  and  a  separate 
sanitary  convenience.  Where  these  were  lacking  or  unsatisfactory  the 
owners  were  required  to  provide  the  necessary  facilities. 


g)  Rent  Act  1937. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  applications  for  certificates  of 
disrepair. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATH 

During  the  year  34  samples  were  taken,  1 6  for  chlorine  test  and  18 
for  bacteriological  examination®  Only  one  of  those  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  fell  below  the  usual  high  standard. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

The  policy  of  making  block  inspections  was  continued,  and  in  some  cases 
minor  infestations  were  found®  During  the  year  the  total  number  of  inspections 
carried  out  was  272  -  23  premises  belonging  to  the  City  Council,  130  at 
dwelling  houses,  119  at  other  premises  including  business  premises  and  5 
at  agricultural  premises®  The  total  number  of  infested  premises  was  52  - 
6  belonging  to  the  City  Council,  28  at  dwelling  houses,  18  at  business 
premises  and  3  at  agricultural  premises.  Treatments  carried  out  included 
21  at  premises  owned  by  the  City  Council,  55  at  dwelling  houses  and  49  at 
business  premises. 

Permanent  baiting  is  practised  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip  in  Dimbles 
Lane  and  at  two  other  points  in  the  City  where  there  are  recurrent  minor 
infestations.  There  has  been  no  infestation  of  the  refuse  tip® 
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